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THERE ARE THREE closely related statements by Christ to 
His disciples which have created much controversy over their 
interpretation: 1) “And I will give unto thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19, 18:18); 2) “Again I say unto 
you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching [con-
cerning] any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:19); and 3) “Whose 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained” (John 20:23).

In seeking to understand any passage in Scripture, one rule 
must govern: whatever the Bible declares, the Bible itself (not 
some outside authority) must interpret. It is from the Bible that 
we learn the gospel, about the church Christ established, about 
discipleship and the responsibilities, authority and power He has 
given to His own. Therefore, it is to the Bible that we must look 
to understand these things—and the Bible is understandable.

God’s Word is presented to all mankind. Never does the 
Bible suggest that a special rank of spiritual leaders must explain 
it to the rest of mankind; and that without such help ordinary 
people could not understand it. In fact, the opposite is taught 
in Scripture. Consider a few examples: “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God” (Deuteronomy 8:3, quoted by Jesus at Matthew 4:4, 
Luke 4:4); “Blessed is the man...[whose] delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night” (Psalms 
1:1-2); “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by tak-
ing heed thereto according to thy word” (Psalms 119:9).

Notice that in each case an ordinary man (or woman), and 
even a young man/woman, meditates upon and obeys God’s 
Word. There is no hint that the persons mentioned needed to con-
sult any special teacher concerning the Scriptures. Therefore, we 
must conclude that to be the case for everyone.

The New Testament also supports this conclusion. Consider 
Christ’s rebuke of the two on the road to Emmaus for not know-
ing and understanding the Scriptures. That neither of them was 
part of the inner circle of disciples is clear, because they hurried 
back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven (Judas was dead) of Christ’s 
appearance (Luke 24:33-34). Yet Jesus rebuked these ordinary peo-
ple: “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken” (Luke 24:25). He would not have used such harsh 
language, holding them personally accountable to know all that 
the prophets had said, unless the Scriptures were understandable 
to ordinary people.

Those in the city of Berea (both Jews and Gentiles) “searched 
the scriptures daily, [to see] whether those things [which Paul 
preached] were so” (Acts 17:11). These ordinary people were 
praised for not automatically accepting the great Apostle Paul’s 

biblical interpretation, but for checking it out for themselves 
from the Scriptures. From these and many other examples that 
could be given, we can only conclude that it is the responsibility 
of each individual to know and understand God’s Word based 
upon what it says, not upon what some religious authority claims 
it means.

This fact exposes as totally spurious the claim by the Roman 
Catholic Church that its magisterium (the hierarchy of bishops, 
in concert with its pope) alone can interpret the Bible. That 
Church did not even exist for the Bereans to consult, much less 
for the two on the road to Emmaus or for anyone in Old Testa-
ment times. Likewise, the claims of any other church or cult that 
its leaders alone can interpret the Bible are also exposed as con-
tradictory to Scripture.

Three things are abundantly clear: 1) the Bible has been given 
by God as His Word to all who will receive it; 2) it is intended 
to be understood by ordinary people, even by youths, without 
special training or looking to religious leaders for interpretation; 
3) everyone is accountable to know God’s Word personally, and 
that responsibility cannot be passed off to pastor, priest, pope, or 
anyone else.

With this understanding, we may now consider the controver-
sial passages mentioned above. To support the Catholic concept 
of a pope as Peter’s successor, it is claimed that the promise in 
Matthew 16 of the keys of heaven and binding and loosing was 
addressed to Peter alone. Even if that were true, the promise of 
the keys is linked with the promise of binding and loosing, and in 
Matthew 18:18 and John 20:23 Christ gives the power of binding 
and loosing, and remitting and retaining sins to all of His inner 
circle of disciples. That fact eliminates any special priority or 
authority to Peter and is of vital importance to our understanding 
of these scriptures. Why? Because whatever responsibility and 
authority Christ bestowed upon His original twelve was passed 
on to every true Christian.

That conclusion follows directly from Christ’s command to 
His disciples to “Go into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature” (Mark 16:15); “...Teaching them [who believe 
the gospel] to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you...” (Matthew 28:20). Thus all of the promises Christ made and 
all that He taught His original disciples and commanded them 
to do was to be passed on to every Christian throughout his-
tory, including to us today. Obviously, the “all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you,” which every new disciple would be 
taught to observe, included the promises concerning the keys 
of heaven, binding and loosing, and remitting and retaining of 
sins—and the authority and power to do so.

New disciples were to make more disciples and to teach them 
also to observe all things Christ had commanded the original 
twelve—which included making more disciples. As a result, an 
unbroken chain of discipleship has come down through the cen-
turies. Every Christian, being a disciple of a disciple of a dis-
ciple (all the way back to the first disciples), is a successor of the 
Apostles and is indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit to act 
accordingly.

[to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11“[The Bereans] . . .  searched the scriptures daily, 
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Thus, the authority and power which Christ gave to the 
original disciples of using the keys in binding and loosing, and 
remitting and retaining of sins, does not belong to an elite class 
of leaders, but to each one who is born again of the Holy Spirit 
through faith in Christ. But “binding and loosing” what? Christ 
said, “whatsoever.” That’s broad indeed. Was He, at least in part, 
referring to demons? Surely one would not turn demons loose! 
Nor is there even one example in the Bible prior to the Millen-
nium of demons (or “territorial spirits”) being “bound.” Even 
Christ allowed those He cast out of a man to go into a herd of 
swine (Mark 5:1-13). Then what is meant?

Christ gave all of the twelve the promise of binding and loos-
ing (Matthew 18:18) and then He repeated the promise in different 
words in verse 19: “Again I say unto you, That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching [concerning] any thing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven.” Verse 20 follows: “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Here, at 
least, we understand that the binding or loosing of “whatsoever” 
is to be effected by asking the heavenly Father to bring to pass 
that which two or more Christians have agreed upon on earth, 
meeting in Christ’s name with Him in their midst.

The promise of having from the Father what two or three 
agree upon echoes Christ’s similar promises concerning prayer, 
such as, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7). All of these 
promises—binding and loosing, agreeing upon a request, or sim-
ply believing—seem very much alike. But what is meant? Christ 
surely does not mean that no matter what we bind, loose, agree 
upon, or ask, God will grant it like an overly indulgent grand-
parent. It is axiomatic that God has not turned His universe or 
mankind over to us to do with as we will.

James declares that God, far from giving us a blank check, 
does not indulge our selfish desires: “Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” 
(James 4:3). John writes, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of 
him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight…if we ask anything according to 
his will…we know that we have the petitions that we desired of 
him” (1 John 3:22, 5:14-15).

Clearly, prayer requests are granted for those who please 
God, and only according to His will. Who would want it oth-
erwise? Similar limitations upon prayer must apply even to the 
broadest promises, such as, “And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matthew 21:22); “There-
fore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them” (Mark 11:24); 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in my name, he will give it you” (John 16:23).

Even these broad promises involve two conditions: believing 
(i.e., faith in God), and asking in Christ’s name. These are limit-
ing indeed. Faith is not a power of the mind so that by believing 
something will happen we bring it to pass. Faith must be, accord-
ing to Christ, “in God” (Mark 11:22). Thus faith is not believing 
that prayer will be answered, but believing that God will answer 
it. Inasmuch as God “worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will” (Ephesians 1:11), genuine faith that comes from God 
could never believe God for anything contrary to His will.

As for asking “in Christ’s name,” that phrase, sadly, is tacked 
onto many prayers as though it were an “Open Sesame” magic 
formula. On the contrary, to ask in Jesus’ name is to ask in His 
interest, to His glory, as He would ask—and His will is always 
conformed to the Father’s. Prayer, then, is not a means of forcing 
one’s will upon God. Instead, it is the gracious opportunity He 
allows us to have a part in furthering His will.

So it must be that in using the keys of the kingdom in binding 
or loosing, and remitting or retaining sins, Christ’s followers act 
only as the agents of His power and only according to His will.

Can we be still more specific? Christ said, “whatsoever...
whosoever.” Inasmuch, however, as it can only be according to 
His will, He must reveal the specifics when the occasion arises. 
The important point is that this power and authority was not just to 
Peter or just to the original twelve, but has been passed to us today, 
along with everything else Christ taught and commanded them.

Additionally, when Jesus healed the woman “which had a 
spirit of infirmity eighteen years,” He said to her, “Woman, thou 
art loosed from thine infirmity” (Luke 13:11-13). So by the gift of 
healing, the disciples could loose the sick from their bondage to 
illness; and by casting out demons they loosed souls from that 
form of bondage. Every Christian has the power, in the name of 
Jesus (as He would and to His glory), to do the same today.

How would one loose from and remit sins? Scripture is clear 
that all sin is against God, not just against another human. There-
fore only God can forgive sins in the ultimate sense. Furthermore, 
forgiveness of sins and man’s eternal destiny are a matter not 
only of God’s love but of His justice. God Himself cannot (and 
would not) overrule His own justice. God can forgive sins only 
because Christ paid sin’s penalty demanded by His infinite justice 
(Romans 3:23-28). And forgiveness is only for those who believe the 
gospel. Christ made that clear: “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:3-5, 36).

The scripture which Christ read in the synagogue in Naza-
reth and declared to be fulfilled through His ministry foretold 
the Messiah declaring, “...the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings [the gospel]...to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound” (Isaiah 61:1; 
Luke 4:16-21). Isaiah and Christ are saying that the loosing of those 
bound by sin is only brought about through the preaching of the 
gospel. And what else but the gospel, which is “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16), 
could be the “keys of the kingdom”?

It is a delusion, then, to imagine that God has put in the hands 
of any man or church the power to decide who goes to heaven or 
hell. Indeed, how could he? In the cross of Christ alone “we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 
1:7). No one, not even God Himself, can remit sins on any other 
basis. The gospel alone opens the door to heaven, the very gos-
pel which Christ told His first disciples to “go into all the world, 
and preach” (Mark 16:15). And, as we have seen, the responsibility 
and privilege of preaching it has been passed down to us today.

It is of the utmost importance to remember that every Chris-
tian has the power to release souls from sin’s penalty through 
proclaiming the gospel to those who will believe. This is the 
good news of God’s grace which looses from Satan’s bondage 
those who believe.

The “keys” are not magic. Faith is still required. God desires 
“for all men to be saved” (1 Timothy 2:4) and He “is not willing 
that any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9). Yet many will indeed perish, 
because they persist in their rebellion and rejection of Christ. 
God Himself cannot force anyone to love Him, because the 
power of choice He gave us is essential for love.

It should be our passion, therefore, to persuade as many as we 
can to accept God’s love and forgiveness and the gift of eternal 
life. How tragic that so many Christians who know the gospel 
so often fail to present it to those around them. As our Lord 
moves our hearts with love and compassion for the lost, may we 
respond in His love and use the keys of the kingdom ever more 
urgently and effectively to the salvation of many souls!

TBC
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Question: During the past Sunday evening Bible study, the 
following was presented: Some [astrological] constellations 
corresponded with the tribes of Israel: Judah—Leo; Dan—
Scorpio; Benjamin—Gemini. Further, the tribes in the 
wilderness were arranged around the Tabernacle according 
to the “mirror reflection” of where their corresponding con-
stellation was located in the heavens. How does one research 
whether or not these things are true?

Response: First of all, is this idea anywhere taught in Scripture? 
Certainly not! Secondly, it has been pointed out numerous times 
that the “Signs of the Zodiac correspond to the position of the 
sun relative to constellations as they appeared more than 2,200 
years ago” (https://bit.ly/3CsoGxi). However, practitioners of Astrol-
ogy, and in particular those who make their living on it, would 
say (without any evidence) that this makes no difference. Fur-
ther, their argument is in direct conflict with verifiable science as 
much as it is with the Word of God.

Indeed, the Lord says in Jeremiah 10:2, “Thus saith the Lord, 
Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the 
signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.”

Regarding science, over the centuries the position of the 
“Zodiac” has changed, since “The first day of spring in the 
Northern Hemisphere was once marked by the zero point of the 
Zodiac. For instance, those born between March 21 and April 
19 consider themselves to be Aries. Today, the sun is no lon-
ger within the constellation of Aries during much of that period. 
From March 11 to April 18, the sun is actually in the constella-
tion of Pisces!” (https://bit.ly/3CsoGxi)

While some writers in the Talmud consider this to be a bibli-
cal use of “astronomy,” it is clear that other influences crept in. 
This has been a deviation from Scripture for many with even 
believers such as astronomers Sir Isaac Newton and Johannes 
Kepler having some regard for astrology and actually sought to 
reconcile it with the Bible. The Wise Men who came from the 
East who saw the star and came to see the newborn King still 
needed the Scriptures to learn where He was born. 

Question: Why is Jesus called the Everlasting Father in Isaiah 
9:6?

Response: It is true that Isaiah 9:6 says that Jesus’ name will be 
called “Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father,” etc. What it does not say is that Jesus is the Everlast-
ing Father. As God, He obviously has the characteristics of God. 
Simply put, Jesus being part of the godhead has the attributes of 
God. This includes everlasting or “eternal life.”

Micah 5:2 agrees with this: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”

It has been asked why if Jesus’ name is “Everlasting Father,” 
then why don’t we call Jesus “Everlasting Father”?  Or why not 
call him “Wonderful Counselor” or “Mighty God” or “Prince of 
Peace”? Isaiah 9:6 speaks of a “name,” and there are four char-
acteristics associated with that name. Again, this reveals it is the 
characteristics of the coming Messiah that is in view here. The 
fact that the Messiah is God is shown in Hebrews 1:3 when it 
says, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his 

power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high….” Why shouldn’t the Lord 
subsequently say, “…He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” 
(Jn 14:9)? Jesus is the “express image” of God the Father as His 
prophesied name establishes.

Question: Can you help me with this question: “If Jesus died 
for all and has legally purchased all through substitutionary 
atonement, then how can those people go to hell? That would 
be a ‘Double Jeopardy’ of the sins of those people being paid 
for twice.” This is my husband’s main question and I would 
really appreciate help with it based on Calvinism.

Response: The Bible says that God wants all to be saved: “The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9). 
But the Bible also says that not all will be saved (Matt 7:21-23; Lk 
13:22-27, etc). Nevertheless, the Bible also tells us that God is all 
powerful (Ps 147:5; Jer 32:17; Matt 19:26, etc).

Calvinism has its own explanation. They strive to make 
things add up. “If God is all powerful,” the reasoning goes, “and 
God wants all people to be saved, then all people will be saved. 
Since not all people will be saved, Christ must have died only for 
some; God must not want all to be saved.”

This is unbiblical according to the much-explained John 3:16 
(what “world” means), and the blunt statement of 1 John 2:1-2: 
“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world.” But to some, it makes nice, 
theological sense. This is, however, putting one’s reason above 
God’s Word; believing what makes sense rather than believing 
all of what God has said. 

As Dave Hunt wrote in Calvin’s Dilemma: God’s Sovereignty 
vs. Man’s Free Will (pp 9-10), “William L. Pettingill wrote, ‘God 
insists upon His sovereignty and also upon man’s responsibility. 
Believe both and preach both, leaving the task of ‘harmonizing’ 
with Him.’ In a similar vein, A. T. Pierson, although a leading 
Presbyterian, declared that both ‘the sovereign will of God and 
the freedom of man’ are taught in Scripture and that ‘if we cannot 
reconcile these two, it is because the subject is so infinitely lifted 
up above us. Man is free.... Thus the last great invitation in God’s 
Book is an appeal to the will.’

“Unfortunately, neither John Calvin nor many of his follow-
ers today have been willing to accept both sides of this biblical 
teaching. The result has been devastating in its consequences for 
the gospel: that man can only reject Christ; he cannot accept and 
believe in Him unless he is sovereignly regenerated by God. Cal-
vinism refuses to accept what so many great evangelists have 
recognized is vital. Edgar Mullins expresses very well the essen-
tial balance that is missing:

“‘Free will in man is as fundamental a truth as any other in 
the gospel and must never be canceled in our doctrinal statements. 
Man would not be man without it and God never robs us of our 
true moral manhood in saving us.... The decree of salvation must 
be looked at as a whole to understand it. Some have looked at 
God’s choice alone and ignored the means and the necessary 
choice on man’s part.’”

Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S
Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 

or email: editorial@thebereancall.org
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A  SPEC IAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM T.  A .  McMAHON

“Three Words”
As I look back over the decades since I started The Berean 

Call (TBC), there are three words that come to my mind: 
“Thank you, Jesus!”

Whoa! Hold on a moment. Many have mistakenly thought 
that Dave Hunt was the head of TBC because they misunder-
stood the ministry’s major function. From the beginning, its 
purpose was to free Dave up to do research, write books, write 
articles, debate those opposed to the gospel, confront those 
changing the gospel, and expose those deceiving the body of 
Christ with “oppositions of science falsely so called” (such as 
psychotherapy) as indicated in 1 Timothy 6:20. That enable-
ment and God’s grace helped Dave lead the way in exposing 
some of the major deceptions of the last two centuries.

In fact, TBC started with someone who was a Hollywood 
screenwriter: me.

What follows are general remembrances of an 80-year-old, 
as well as some moments of the Lord’s divine orchestration.

Soon after I gave my life to Jesus Christ, I saw a Christian-
produced documentary at an evangelical church. Technically, 
it was one of the worst film productions I had ever seen. On 
the other hand, it had one of the most powerful messages I 
had ever experienced on screen. It had to do with men having 
their lives miraculously and completely changed in prison.

Being a “Hollywood guy,” it immediately came to mind: 
These guys could use my help.

The producer of the film introduced me to a man who 
believed the Lord was encouraging him to write a story to 
be made into a feature film. After reading his brief outline of 
his story, I admitted to him—quite sadly—that I was sorry I 
couldn’t help him. His story was exciting, but I had no clue 
as to what he was talking about. I thought it was going to 
be about Christianity, about which I only had a perspective 
as a former Roman Catholic. Instead, it had UFOs, psychic 
phenomena, Eastern mysticism and gurus, levitation, and 
yoga. The man’s name was Dave Hunt, and he said he could 
explain to me what it had to do with Christianity, especially 
a “new age” false Christianity. What Dave wasn’t able to do, 
however, was write a script for such a film. He then asked me 
if I’d consider working on it with him.

That was the start of nearly 40 years of assisting Dave Hunt, 
primarily through The Berean Call. THANK YOU, JESUS!

It all began in Southern California where Dave and I both 
lived. He was an established author and I was a documentary 
filmmaker (The Godmakers) and a novice book-writer. Dave 
nevertheless encouraged me to collaborate with him on The 
Seduction of Christianity, which became a best-seller pub-
lished by Harvest House.

When Harvest House then moved to Oregon, Dave asked 
me to join him there to work with our publisher. When I 
mentioned that I heard that it snows there (my family and I 
were beach people), his ploy and sense of humor was clas-
sic Dave Hunt. He said it gets a light dusting of snow in the 
morning and usually melts sometime in the afternoon. He 
was correct...sort of. Our first winter in Bend started with a 

“dusting” of two-and-a-half feet one November morning, and 
finally melted one late afternoon in March. Again, Dave was 
only partially correct...and our kids loved it! They forever 
called him “Uncle Dave.”

I mentioned that I turned 80 not too long ago, and it 
reminded me of what a TBC board member did when he 
entered his 80s. He was a godly man, as well as full of wis-
dom from the Holy Spirit. His name was William MacDonald, 
author of Believer’s Bible Commentary. However, at my 
young age, I wasn’t happy with a particular decision he made. 
He told me he would be stepping down from the TBC Board 
and retiring from ministry. His reasoning was thus: he was 
thankful for how the Lord had used his life as a prolific writer 
of spiritually edifying books, and he did not want anything he 
might say or do in his later years to bring disrepute on what 
the Lord had brought to pass through him.

Now that I’m 80, while I don’t have the same concerns as 
Bill, I do have concerns. My health is certainly not what I would 
like it to be. My hope is that, before my health reaches a difficult 
stage, I can spend much of my time ministering to my family 
members as well as where the Lord guides, directs, and enables.

All of this has to do with a major transition now taking 
place for TBC, along with my retirement. It also involves 
making Rob Yardley (presently the head of The Berean Call 
Board of Directors) the new president of TBC.

Rob has known Dave and worked with him as a friend 
for nearly as long as I have known Dave, so there are few 
things Rob does not know about The Berean Call ministry. 
There’s no one else (other than myself) about which I can 
say that. Extensive discussions with Rob and Mark Vander 
Ark (TBC’s operations manager) give me assurance that the 
ministry will continue as it has been under my direction and 
Dave Hunt’s teachings.

Although my title as President and TBC’s authority will 
soon end, I’ve asked the leadership to give me a replacement 
title, a non-paid honorary one such as “Berean Emeritus,” 
meaning simply, “Once a Berean, always a Berean.” I believe 
that the Lord has given every true believer instruction in the 
practice of biblical discernment, as was the case in Acts 
17:11: “In that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily [to know whether 
or not what they were being taught was true to the Word of 
God].” Additionally, I want to be available to assist the min-
istry in encouraging biblical discernment.

Also, to that end, TBC has had in the works an extensive 
digitizing program that has preserved the material produced 
by Dave Hunt, T. A. McMahon, and some of the major con-
tributors to the ministry in a searchable format. Our goal is 
and has been to safeguard the biblical integrity of the minis-
try’s content and to keep it available for the church.

I covet your prayers that all this will be done in the Lord’s 
will. Amen.

In HIs love,
t. A. McMAHon

Berean emeritus
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News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise 
in discerning the times from a biblical perspective.

N E W S WAT C H

WHY STAY AWAY FROM THE BOOK OF ENOCH?

CoffeeandChristshop.Com, 10/1/23, “Why 
stay aWay from the Book of enoCh?” 
[exCerpts]: The Book of Enoch is an 
ancient Hebrew religious text that is not 
part of the biblical canon. It is a pseudepig-
raphal work, which means that it is falsely 
attributed to a famous author. In this case, 
the book is attributed to Enoch, who was 
the grandfather of Noah in the Bible.

The Book of Enoch was not included 
in the biblical canon for a number of rea-
sons. First, it was not written by a prophet. 
Second, it contains some questionable con-
tent, such as the claim that angels slept with 
human women and gave birth to giants. 
Third, it was not widely accepted by early 
Christians…. The earliest Christian writ-
ings do not mention the Book of Enoch.

The Bible does not explicitly forbid 
the reading of the Book of Enoch. How-
ever, it warns against false teachers and 
doctrine (Matt 7:15-20; 2 Pet 2:1-22).

Ultimately, whether or not to read the 
Book of Enoch is up to each individual. 
If you are a Christian, you should weigh 
the arguments for and against reading the 
book and make a decision that aligns with 
your conscience.

(https://bit.ly/427ynvN)

USING PUBLIC EDUCATION TO TRANSFORM 
AMERICA

midWestoutreaCh.org, 10/3/24, “using 
puBliC eduCation to transform amer-
iCa” [exCerpts]: For a quarter of a cen-
tury, we have been pointing out that the 
cultural transformation that was coming 
had begun in the 1930s with John Dewey. 
Dewey recognized that in order to trans-
form America into a Marxist nation and 
embrace abortion and euthanasia, the pub-
lic schools would have to be taken over 
and educate the students on these beliefs.

Now that it has effectively been accom-
plished, others are catching on to what has 
happened. In “America’s Current School-
ing Catastrophes Were Set In Motion 100 
Years Ago,” Tim Goeglein wrote:

“These radical changes also led to the 
dumbing down of the American populace, 
which is no longer equipped with the skills 
to determine truth from error or to be con-
tributing members of society.”

The Marxism/Progressivism in our 
churches and public and private institu-
tions is not by accident. It was engineered 

[by] those who rejected God and worked 
to replace Judeo/Christian ethics and 
morality. They have been pretty effective.

(https://bit.ly/4gELAk1)

DOES PAULI EXCLUSION RESCUE DINO PROTEIN?

iCr.org, 9/23/24, “does pauli exClusion 
resCue dino protein?” [exCerpts]: Per-
haps no other fossil discoveries have rocked 
the world of paleontology more than origi-
nal organics like proteins in old bones. ICR 
helps curate a list of mainstream science 
publications that describe what’s inside 
these fossils...The number exceeds 120, 
making the presence of proteins and similar 
finds an increasingly common occurrence.

Inevitable chemical reactions turn even 
the most resistant biological materials (or 
“biomaterials” for short) into dust in fewer 
than one million years under ideal condi-
tions, whereas the fossils that contain them 
were supposedly deposited tens to hundreds 
of millions of years ago. Evolutionary 
workers strive to protect deep time from 
this chemistry. While the latest attempt 
describes how the front door to collagen 
longevity stands strong against destructive 
chemistry, it ignores a wide-open back door.

A key term in their report is the “Pauli 
Exclusion Principle.” This refers to the 
status of electrons in an atom or molecule. 
When more than one electron occupies the 
same orbital, or zone, one electron always 
differs from its partner in at least one 
aspect—usually its spin direction. When 
it comes to collagen, its collection of elec-
trons comes pleasantly partnered, beauti-
fully balanced, and, in short, too happy with 
themselves to want to react with outsiders.

Then came the conclusion, which far 
overstepped the worthy results. The study 
authors wrote, “This discovery has impli-
cations for the stability of collagen, which 
is replete with n➝�* [contented electron] 
interactions and has remained intact for 
(at least) hundreds of millions of years, 
exceeding the half-life of a peptide bond 
by a millionfold or more.”

Two clear points surface from this 
report. First, when it comes to evolutionary 
time, circular reasoning once again substi-
tutes for good science. Last, even with the 
Pauli Exclusion Principle to ensure that 
the middle of collagen molecules resists 
water chemistry, chemical reactions still 
take place at their measured rates—rates 
that exclude millions of years.

(https://bit.ly/4agrU3t)
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EXCERPTED FROM BEYOND SEDUCTION* BY DAVE HUNT

A RETURN TO  
BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

PART THREE

CHRIST DECLARED THAT in 
order to be His disciples we must 
be disciplined by His Word. This 
will require submission to His lord-

ship in every detail of our lives, even to allowing Him to 
take us through trials of faith that are intended to mature and 
strengthen and deepen our understanding and fellowship with 
Him. Charles Colson reminds us:

Obedience is the beginning of the Christian life: obedience 
is essential to truly living as a Christian....

It takes courage to be obedient, courage found only in total 
dependence on the Holy Spirit.24

There is a tendency in the church today to emphasize unity 
and love at the expense of truth and to speak disparagingly 
of those who place great emphasis on doctrine in contending 
for the faith. Those who put “unity” ahead of truth and fail 
to rebuke today’s false values and superficiality among Chris-
tians (and especially the many charismatics who reject the call 
to repent of false teachings as “negative” and insist that we are 
now in the greatest revival in history) would do well to take 
seriously the prophecy spoken during the famous Azusa Street 
revival in Los Angeles in 1906:

In the last days three things will happen in the Great 
Pentecostal Movement: 1) There will be an overemphasis on 
power, rather than on righteousness; 2) there will be an over-
emphasis on praise, to a God they no longer pray to; 3) there 
will be an overemphasis on the gifts of the Spirit—rather than 
on the lordship of Christ.25

Keith Green warned about a “man-made unity [which] is 
not what God desires” because it is not based on holiness and 
obedience to God’s Word.25 While we ought not to split hairs 
in disputing over trivial questions, we must also recognize that 
our Lord demands obedience. We dare not take lightly the call 
to obey His commandments—and we can hardly obey His 
Word if we are loose concerning doctrine. It is folly to imagine 
that we can love our Lord and worship Him without knowing 
and obeying His Word. Jesus solemnly said:

If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him and make our abode 
with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings (John 
14:23-24).

Seeking promised blessings from God is biblical, but at the 
same time we must heed God’s commandments, exhort one 
another to obedience, and contend earnestly for sound doctrine. 
We do well to remember what the prophet Samuel told King 
Saul: “Rebellion [disobedience] is as the sin of witchcraft!” 

Disobedience cost Saul his kingdom and his life. Saul had lost 
his earlier humility and had begun to think he was somebody. 
He had forgotten that his position as king had been given to 
him by God. “When thou wast little in thine own sight,” Sam-
uel reminded Saul, “the Lord anointed thee king over Israel” 
(1 Samuel 15:17). 

Saul mistakenly thought that offering a large sacrifice to 
God would take care of everything. We can easily enough 
understand God’s contempt for such an attitude. Is a mother 
who is neglected and exploited all year pleased when her hus-
band and children “honor” her with a present on Mother’s 
Day? On the contrary, she is grieved and even insulted at such 
blatant hypocrisy. Nothing we can give God can substitute for 
obedience; and “love” without this vital ingredient is declared 
by Christ Himself to be unacceptable. We lack stability and 
strength and joy in our lives if we are not willing to submit to 
His daily discipline. It is through obedience to His Word that 
we are shaped and formed into the pattern He has planned so 
that He can use us for His glory.

It helps to remember that we are being disciplined by love 
for our good and that the ultimate purpose is that we might 
know Him who is love. As Hugh Black said: “Life is an educa-
tion in love, but the education is not complete till we learn the 
love of the eternal.”26 His love can only effect its purpose in 
our lives if we submit humbly and obediently and joyfully to 
His will. [Poet Martha Snell Nicholson] put it so beautifully:

When I stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me,

The plan of my life as it might have been,
Had He had His way; and I see

How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there
And I would not yield my will,

Will there be grief in my Saviour’s eyes,
Grief though He loves me still?

He would have me rich, and I stand here poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,

While memory runs like a hunted thing
Down the paths I cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well nigh break
With tears that I cannot shed;

I shall cover my face with my empty hands;
I shall bow my uncrowned head.

Lord of the years that are left to me,
I give them to Thy hand;

Take me and break me, mold me
To the pattern Thou hast planned!

D A V E  H U N T  C L A S S I C
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THE TRUE PATH TO VICTORY

What God can do in us is at least as important as what He 
can do through us. That we should be molded to God’s will 
as we bow before His majesty in prayer is far more important 
than that He should grant our every request. The victory that 
Christ won over Satan came about through His submission to 
the Father’s will: “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me; nevertheless, not my will but thine be done” (Luke 
22:42). When we follow that same path, then His triumph is 
ours. This way of victory confounds not only Satan but also 
sincere Christians who mistakenly believe that God’s pur-
pose has been frustrated and the church defeated if we do not 
take over the world and set up His kingdom. They misunder-
stand true victory. For His own, Jesus conquered sin, death, 
and hell by allowing His enemies to kill Him (Acts 2:23). “’Tis 
mystery all, the Immortal dies!” wrote Charles Wesley. Christ 
destroyed death and Satan by dying: “That through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death—that is, the 
devil—and deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-15). As the old 
classic hymn, so long loved by the church, puts it:

By weakness and defeat 
He won a glorious crown;

Trod all our foes beneath His feet
By being trodden down.

He Satan’s power laid low;
Made sin, He sin o’erthrew.

Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And death by dying slew.27

It is beyond our comprehension that the wounds inflicted 
in murderous hatred and contempt by thorns, lash, nails, and 
spear drew forth the blood that saves those who believe that 
Christ died for them. Who can fathom such grace and mercy! 
Prophetically the psalmist declared: “Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other” 
(Psalm 85:10). For evil He returned good; for hatred, love—and 
not mere sentimentality, but a pure and steadfast love that 
unswervingly obeyed His Father’s will and satisfied the claims 
of divine justice.

It is this path of the cross that we must take if we are to 
be Christ’s disciples. And only as His love is awakened in our 
hearts is this possible. Contrary to popular thinking, this way 
of the cross and the denial of self to know His resurrection life 
is the way of inexpressible joy! Describing the secret of victory 
over “that old serpent called the Devil and Satan,” John writes:

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death (Revelation 12:11).

Victorious Christians are those who have gained such an 
insight into the cross that it has left its indelible stamp on 
their hearts and lives. Overwhelmed by the staggering real-
ization that the Creator of the universe would become a man 
in order to bear the full weight of the eternal judgment that 
they deserved, they have been captured by His divine love. 
Gladly confessing that they no longer belong to self but to the 
One who has purchased them with His blood, they have been 

freed from that inner tyrant and its self-centered anxieties that 
blinded them to the joy of surrender. Their lives are not their 
own, for they now belong to Christ totally and forever. They 
are securely under His care. He who has given them eternal 
life will never let them perish.

That divine love which has won their hearts and transformed 
their lives is to be the unmistakable mark of His true disciples. 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,” said 
Christ, “if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35). John added 
this insight under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “Beloved, 
let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone that 
loveth is born of God and knoweth God” (1 John 4:7).

Such love is described as “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 
5:22). Christ declared, “I am the vine, ye are the branches. He 
that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). It is Christ 
who produces in us the beautiful fruit of “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance” (Galatians 5:22-23). The branch need not be concerned 
whether it rains or shines; it needs only to remain open to the 
flow of life and fruitfulness.

Without this simple abiding as branches in Christ “the 
true vine,” the call for a return to biblical Christianity would 
generate the frustration of ineffective self-effort and a stifling 
legalism of words without the power of the Spirit. One can 
spend a lifetime attempting to “master the written Word,” 
when what is needed is to be mastered by Christ the living 
Word. There is a simple faith in God that delivers from the 
sophisticated foolishness of this ungodly world; there is a love 
for the truth that deepens as we meditate upon the Word of 
truth and upon Him who is the truth; and there is a godly pros-
perity and success that is not temporary but eternal because it 
is not earthly but heavenly. The psalmist worded so beautifully 
what we have tried to say in calling the church back to biblical 
Christianity:

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatso-
ever he doeth shall prosper (Psalm 1:1-3).

FOOTNOTES 
24.  Charles Colson, The Role of the Church in Society (Victor, 1986), 

 pp. 37-38. 
25.  Jimmy Swaggart, “The Pentecostal Way,” in The Evangelist, Dec. 1986, 

 p. 6. 
26.  Keith Green, Unity...At What Price? The Divisiveness of Truth 

 (Last Days Ministries, 1980), Tract LD #18.
27.  Black, Friendship, p. 217.

D A V E  H U N T  C L A S S I C

*NOTE: Beyond Seduction by Dave Hunt is 
currently out of print with extremely limited 

copies available through used book sellers. TBC 
covets your prayers as we consider reprinting  

this classic book. 
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SALE!  WHAT LOVE IS THIS?  EXPOSING THE TRUE BELIEFS OF CALVINISM

DIALOGUES ON CALVINISM  BITE-SIZED EXCERPTS FROM WHAT LOVE IS THIS?

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

SALE! 

What Love Is This?
Hunt—Discussions with many people 
around the world reveal that multitudes 
of sincere, Bible-believing Christians 
are “Calvinists” only by default. It takes 
only a few simple questions to discover 
the fact that most of those who regard 
themselves as Calvinists are largely un-
aware of what John Calvin and his early 
followers of the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries actually believed and 
practiced. Nor do they fully understand 
the eternal implications and ramifica-
tions of what most of today’s leading 
Calvinists believe. What Love Is This? 

exposes the true beliefs of Calvinism and addresses all the issues 
surrounding this doctrine. —The Berean Call, 24+ hrs.

B00743 softcover, 546 pp. wt 1.7     SALE  $16.00
B60873 hardcover, 546 pp. wt 1.9     SALE  $20.00
CD123 CD audiobook set - 19 discs wt 1.4     SALE  $20.00
MP3123 MP3 audiobook set - 1 disc wt .2     SALE  $10.00

What Love Is This? DVD
Hunt—Does the Bible present a gospel which 

can only be understood by a select group of 
theologians? This power-packed presentation 
captures the essence of Dave Hunt’s book of 
the same title and provides a succinct histori-
cal overview for a careful analysis of the issues 

involved. The system resulting from Augustine’s 
role in the theology of Luther and Calvin may be seen as nothing 
other than a doctrinal superimposition upon the Scriptures and a 
misrepresentation of God, who is love. —1 DVD, 80 min. 
DVD059 wt .2     SALE  $7.50

Conversation on Calvinism
Hunt/VanderMeulin/Watkins—Dave Hunt 
and pastors Doug VanderMeulin and Steve 
Watkins engage in a spirited yet gracious 
discussion on the differing views surround-

ing Calvinism. —2 CDs, 122 min.

CD091 wt .2     SALE  $5.50

Calvin’s Tyrannical Kingdom
Hunt—John Calvin has been held up as a godly exam-
ple of Christianity—a man who is said to have based 
his theology and actions upon Scripture alone. But 
in fact his actions and his teachings were frequently 
unbiblical and have set in motion a model of Christi-
anity that doesn’t represent the truth of Christ. Should 
today’s Christian leaders continue to laud a man 

whose behavior was often so far removed from the commandments 
of Christ and the example of Paul? Dave Hunt answers this question 
and more! —The Berean Call, 119 pp.
B60767 wt .4     $8.00

T.U.L.I.P. and the Bible
Hunt—Quoting from the major Calvinistic creeds or 
confessions (including actual citations and context 
from the Canons of Dort and the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith), Dave Hunt proceeds to dissect the 
“sacred” T.U.L.I.P. one petal at a time—exposing 
each of Calvin’s five points to the light of Scripture 
as a workman “rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

T.U.L.I.P. and the Bible is a concise and powerful argument against 
reformed and reconstructionism doctrine. —The Berean Call, 190 pp.
B60750 wt .5     SALE  $6.00

A Calvinist’s Honest Doubts Resolved
Hunt—Based on years of actual accounts and con-
versations, this “user-friendly” book is derived from 
the final chapters of earlier editions of What Love Is 
This? In Honest Doubts, readers will become familiar 
with the key issues of Calvinism in a unique format 
that reads like a real-life drama, because the characters 
are composites of actual individuals, and the circum-

stances are equally real. Discover the heart of a Calvinist “seeker”—
and the surprising result of his quest for truth in this fictionalized but 
true-to-life dialogue. —The Berean Call, 109 pp.
B60347 wt .3     SALE  $6.00

Calvin’s Dilemma: God’s Sovereignty vs. 
Man’s Free Will
Hunt—This long-awaited installment from Dave 
Hunt’s masterful work on Calvinism, in the “easier-to-
read” paperback series provides an invaluable exami-
nation of one of the most hotly debated topics among 
evangelicals today. The apparent tension between 
God’s sovereignty and man’s free will has been a 

point of study and discussion—and, sadly, of contention—among sin-
cere Christians for centuries. Some have taken the approach of C. I. 
Scofield, that these are two truths that must both be accepted but that 
cannot be reconciled. “Both are wholly true, but the connecting and 
reconciling truth has not been revealed.” R. A. Torrey agreed that we 
should not “try to explain away the clear teaching of the Word of God 
as to the sovereignty of God [and] the freedom of the human will....” 
Unfortunately, neither Calvin nor many of his followers today have 
been willing to accept both sides of this biblical teaching. The result 
has been devastating in its consequences for the gospel: that man can 
only reject Christ; he cannot accept and believe in Him unless he is 
“sovereignly regenerated” by God. Calvinism refuses to accept what so 
many great evangelists have recognized is vital. In Calvin’s Dilemma, 
Dave Hunt skillfully demonstrates the essential balance that is miss-
ing—thus bridging the divide biblically. —The Berean Call, 229 pp.
B60781 wt .5     $10.50

SET39 4 softcover books wt 1.6     $26.00

DIALOGUES ON CALVINISM • BOOK SET
Each of these four paperback volumes is an excerpt 
from Dave’s encyclopedic What Love Is This? To-
gether, these four titles contain about 80% of the 
content found in the original What Love Is This? 
but without duplication of any key chapters. Each 
title, therefore, provides wholly unique, independent 
content that is topically arranged in a manner that is 
easier for many to read—and prayerfully, to receive.
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Occult Invasion
Hunt—Today’s popular obsession with spiritual 
revolution, “societal transformation,” paranormal 
activity, and “supernatural” signs and wonders has 
not just magically appeared by chance. The secular 
world is seeking not only political and military power 
but spiritual or psychic power. Sadly, the same could 
be said of much of the evangelical church. The world 
and the church are clearly being prepared for some 

great event—but what? when? why? and by whom? Today, children 
and adults alike are faced with an endless barrage of “supernatural” vio-
lence and sexualized content designed to assault the senses—not merely 
for titillation, but for transformation of values, beliefs, and lifestyles. 
Dave Hunt documents and exposes this false dichotomy of “darkness” 
and “light” that is not only deceiving the world—but countless believ-
ers in the professing evangelical church. —The Berean Call, 647 pp.
B60606 softcover wt 1.7    SALE  $12.00

America: The Sorcerer’s New Apprentice
Hunt—Whatever you believe and why, one thing is 
certain: Today’s world is the scene of a strange and 
growing paradox that seems to mar an important 
transformation in the history of mankind. For even as 
scientific and technological advancement is accelerat-
ing at an exponential rate, we are witnessing the great-
est explosion of occultism of all time. Your friends, 
your family, your neighbors—and quite possibly, even 

your church—are wondering: Is America at the threshold of a glorious 
“rebirth” into planetary enlightenment, peace, and brotherhood? Or have 
we, as “forward-thinking” Americans in our search for higher levels of 
human potential, opened a spiritual Pandora’s box? Due to the occult 
philosophies being embraced and advanced by Oprah, Oz, and countless 
others, Americans are rapidly “awakening” to what is being hailed as 
a paradigm shift in global consciousness. —The Berean Call, 294 pp.
B60699 softcover wt 1.0    SALE  $12.00

TAKE HEED THAT NO MAN DECEIVE YOU...  BE NOT TROUBLED

SALE! SALE! 

A “Wonderful” Deception
Smith—Five years after writing 
Deceived on Purpose: The New 
Age Implications of the Purpose 
Driven Church, former New 
Age follower Warren Smith 
continues to reveal how Chris-

tian leaders—wittingly or unwittingly—are 
leading the church into a spiritual trap. And 
while biblical prophecy is being minimized 
and explained away, a powerful spiritual 
deception is being used to prepare the world—
and the church—to accept a New Spirituality 
and a false New Age Christ. A “Wonderful” 
Deception explains how all the puzzle pieces 
are in place for the “strong delusion” described 
in 2 Thessalonians while preparing believers 
in Jesus Christ to effectively stand against it.  
—Mountain Stream Press, 243 pp.
B88102 wt .7     SALE  $12.00

The Light That Was Dark
Smith—Warren Smith’s fasci-
nating spiritual journey begins 
with a dramatic reading by a 
traveling psychic. Following 
the psychic’s explicit instruc-
tions, Smith prays to spirits on 

“the other side” and asks for their spiritual 
help in his life. After that prayer, a number of 
mysterious, seemingly “meant to be” personal 
encounters and spiritual experiences propel 
him forward on his journey. Follow the trail 
as a bewildered Smith and the woman who 
is soon to become his wife are compelled to 
come to terms with the nature of good and 
evil. After surfacing from a series of tumul-
tuous and harrowing incidents, he shares his 
journey’s startling and inescapable conclu-
sion. —Mountain Stream Press, 165 pp.
B49211 wt .6     SALE  $12.00

False Christ Coming— 
Does Anybody Care?
Smith—Just as Hitler tele-
graphed his plans in Mein 
Kampf, so Antichrist has tele-
graphed his plans through 
his designated false teach-

ers. Author Warren B. Smith is a former fol-
lower of this coming New Age “Christ.” 
False Christ Coming—Does Anybody Care? 
describes the deceptive teachings that under-
gird Antichrist’s deceptive “Peace Plan.” 
Smith’s book is a wake-up call to a church that 
remains strangely silent and in deep denial 
about the very deception that Jesus warned 
would come in His name (Matthew 24:3-5). 
Read this book and then warn your friends 
and family (2 Corinthians 2:11). —Mountain 
Stream Press, 159 pp.
B49228 wt .6     SALE  $12.00

SALE! SALE! SALE! 

SET97 All three volumes of Wide is the Gate — SAVE $5.00! wt .7     $40.00

FALSE CHRIST COMING!  A WAKE-UP CALL TO THE CHURCH

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 1
Caryl Productions—Today’s 

new brand of Christianity 
has a different gospel and 
is targeting the younger 
generation with experi-

ential spirituality, much of 
which is embracing the mysticism of Cathol-
icism with its ecumenical philosophy of unit-
ing people from all faiths to work together to 
bring about a new world of peace and har-
mony. The dangerous result of this new spir-
ituality is the rise of today’s “Christianized” 
occultism. Learn what Scripture teaches about 
the times we live in and the methods used by 
the New Spirituality to usher in the counterfeit 
kingdom of God on earth. —1 DVD, 240 min.
DVD309 wt .2     $15.00

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 2
Caryl Productions—Picking 

up where Volume 1 left off, 
this powerful series uses 
exclusive interviews with 
well-known authors and 

experts to examine the intru-
sion of the ’60s and ’70s New Age Move-
ment into the professing church. Viewers 
will see how pagan eastern mysticism has 
morphed over the last four decades—from 
its repackaging as the “self help” psychology 
and holistic health movements of the ’80s, to 
its seeker-friendly, megachurch appearance in 
the ’90s, to its coming out in the 21st century 
as “the new spirituality.” —1 DVD, 216 min.
DVD316 wt .2     $15.00

Wide Is the Gate, Volume 3
Caryl Productions—The final 

installment in the Caryl 
Productions series features 
the hyper-Charismatic and 
Pentecostal movements 

represented by a variety 
of names and leaders. This supposed “new 
move of the Holy Spirit” coined as the New 
Apostolic Reformation (NAR) is also known 
as Third Wave, Latter Rain, Kingdom Now, 
Word Faith, Fresh Fire, and has many other 
names. Through careful biblical analysis, 
well-known experts help unravel the tragedy 
of growing deception in the church masquer-
ading as revival, renewal, and vibrant new 
Christianity. —2 DVDs, 335 min.
DVD339 wt .3     $15.00



10      THE  BEREAN  C ALL      |      T OLL- FREE  ORDERS  800 -937 -6638  • T O  ORDER  ONL INE  V I S I T  S T ORE . THEBEREANC ALL .ORG

ORDER  AT  THESE  S ALE  PR ICES  THROUGH MARCH  31,  2025  • (WHILE  SUPPL I ES  L AS T )

“ABANDONING GOD’S TRUTH” BOOKETS  FROM LIGHTHOUSE TRAILS
Critical Race Theory
Lighthouse Trails Editors—In June 2019, the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) passed Resolution 9: “On 
Critical Race Theory and Intersectionality.” Critical Race 
Theory is a political/philosophical-driven ideology that 
claims to be a solution to ending racism, but according to 

critics, it actually presents a “solution” that will install Marxism into 
our society while creating a sentiment leading to escalated conflict and 
diminished freedom for all. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP71 wt .1    $1.95

The Dangerous Truth About the Social-Justice 
“Gospel”
Danielsen—Many Christian believers are expressing 
concern today, and rightly so, over something called 
“social justice” or the “social-justice gospel.” Jim 
Wallis is one of the top “change agents” in the social-

justice movement within the evangelical/Protestant church. Mary 
Danielsen has done a thorough investigation into the writings of Wal-
lis and brings numerous problems with the Social Justice movement 
to light. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP73 wt .1    $1.95

A Christian Perspective on the Environment
Oakland—In 2016, Roger Oakland presented a paper 
on the environment from a Christian perspective at 
an energy, water, and environment conference held in 
Rome, Italy. This booklet includes that information.  
—Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP75 wt .1    $1.95

S is for Social Justice
Danielsen—This booklet takes a look at the “social jus-
tice” terms being touted today. The contrast between the 
social-justice “narrative” and what is written in God’s 
Word is very apparent. In God’s economy, the terms “jus-
tice” and “gospel” are clearly defined in biblical texts. 
—Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.

LTP72 wt .1    $1.95

Earth Day and a Total Transformation 
for a Post-Christian World
Teichrib—Just as in olden days, the earth has become the 
focal point for worship. In Grecian times, the supreme 
Earth deity was Gaia, also known as the Universal 
Mother. Sacred oaths were given in her name, and wor-

shippers performed rituals in her honor. In our contemporary era, Earth 
Day has become the modern celebration of Gaia. Partakers of this event, 
whether aware of it or not, play off the ancient pagan beliefs of a Univer-
sal Mother. Like the sacred oaths taken in her name, today’s Earth Day 
celebrants sign environmental petitions, make pledges, and announce 
resolutions in support of Mother Earth. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP74 wt .1    $1.95

How to Know if You Are Being Spiritually Abused 
or Deceived
Lawson—Do you know a loved one, a neighbor, or a co-
worker who is in a cult or an abusive church or group? Or 
perhaps you yourself are in such a situation. The Spiritual- 
Abuse Questionnaire in this booklet will help shed light 

on this issue. —Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.
LTP41 wt .1    $1.95

Changing “Jesus Calling”: Damage Control for a 
False Christ
Smith—Sarah Young and Thomas Nelson have made some 
of their problems suddenly disappear in recent editions of 
Jesus Calling—most especially in a special 10th anniversary 
edition of Jesus Calling released on September 30, 2014. 

This booklet details their “damage control.” —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP43 wt .1    $1.95

Sound Doctrine through It All
Smith—Doctrine has become, for many, a harsh and even 
hated word. Yet, according to Strong’s Concordance, the 
word simply refers to “instruction” and “teaching.” Today, 
spiritual experience is taking precedent over sound doc-
trine, and it is leading to great deception in the church.  

—Lighthouse Trails, 11 pp.

LTP45 wt .1    $1.95

Shack Theology: Universalism, TBN, Oprah, and 
the New Age
Smith—I have written a number of short articles pertaining 
to The Shack and its author, William P. Young. My inten-
tion has been to shed some light on the leaven of univer-

salism that is at the heart of the book’s often errant theology. This 
booklet presents seven of these articles. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.
LTP42 wt .1    $1.95

Progression to Deception: How New Age Infiltration 
Is Destroying the Church
Reid—In just a few short decades, the walls of biblical dis-
cernment have been so completely torn down that not only 
do the majority of church goers seem completely oblivious 

to the deception that has entered, but many of the church’s leaders are 
actually promoting the various avenues through which the New Age/
New Spirituality has come in. —Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.
LTP44 wt .1    $1.95

LT009 5 booklets wt .3     $9.00

LT015 5 booklets wt .3     $9.00

DECEPTION IN THE CHURCH - BOOKLET SET

ABANDONING GOD’S TRUTH - BOOKLET SET

The complete set of “Deception in the Church” 
booklets, one of each booklet.

The complete set of “Abandoning God’s Truth” 
booklets, one of each booklet.
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BEREAN BITES  EACH SET INCLUDES A BOOKLET, STUDY GUIDE, AND CD
Biblically Thinking 
about—Baptismal 
Regeneration
TBC—Discover how to 
understand and explain 
biblical baptism and 
regeneration! For cen-

turies before the Reformation, baptismal 
regeneration was rejected by Bible-believing  
Christians, whom the Roman Catholic Church 
therefore persecuted, tortured, and slaughtered 
by the millions. But when Paul reminded the 
Corinthians of the essential ingredients of the 
gospel that he preached and by which they 
had been saved, he made no mention of bap-
tism (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Includes study guide 
and audio CD. Booklet 29 pp., Study Guide 13 
pp., and CD 45 min. 
BBSET15 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB15 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Psychology
TBC—Has evangel-
ical religion sold its 
birthright for a mess 
of psychological pot-
tage? Psychology has 
usurped the place of 

the spiritual, and even Christians look to 
psychotherapy rather than to sanctification 
as a means of dealing with soul problems. 
The Bible provides both a spiritual basis for 
mental-emotional health and a spiritual solu-
tion for non-organically caused mental-emo-
tional disorders. Includes study guide and 
audio CD. Booklet 38 pp., Study Guide 17 
pp., and CD 78 min.
BBSET08 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB08 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Fundamentals
TBC—Whether the lat-
est science agrees with 
the Bible or not is of no 
concern to a fundamen-
talist. Because we trust 

in God, we are not intim idated by man. Only 
a fool would exchange God’s infallible Word 
for the changeable and fallible opinions of 
men. Scientists make mistakes and are often 
ruled by prejudices. [But] tragically, dimin-
ishing numbers of those who call themselves 
Christians still stand for biblical inerrancy and 
sufficiency. We must believe the whole Bible. 
That is biblical fundamentalism. Includes 
study guide and audio CD. Booklet 46 pp, 
Study Guide 24 pp., and CD 78 min.
BBSET14 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB14 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Loving God
TBC—To love God 
with our whole heart 
and our neighbors as 
ourselves is not some-
thing we can produce 
by self-effort. Our love 

for God will not grow except from a deep-
ening appreciation of His love for us––an 
appreciation that must include two extremes: 
1) God’s infinite greatness; and 2) our sinful, 
wretched unworthiness. That He, who is so 
high and holy, would stoop so low to redeem 
unworthy sinners supremely reveals and dem-
onstrates His love. Includes study guide and 
I Love the Lord DVD. Booklet 36 pp., Study 
Guide 16 pp., and DVD 61 min.
BBSET13 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB13 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Calvinism
TBC—As Dave Hunt 
notes, “Because of 
[Calvinists’] peculiar 
belief in predestina-
tion of a certain nature, 
of irresistible grace, 

and so forth, God has predestined some to 
go to heaven and predestined others to go to 
hell—therefore it can’t be for ‘whosoever.’ 
Calvinists believe in limited atonement—that 
Christ did not die for all. Therefore, they have 
to change ‘world’ to ‘elect.’ ‘Whosoever’ must 
be whosoever of the elect. John 3:17 tells us, 
‘For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved.’ On and on it goes, with 
many similar verses.” Includes study guide 
and audio CD. Booklet 34 pp., Study Guide 
13 pp., and CD 78 min.
BBSET06 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB06 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—The Trinity
TBC—Just because 
someone doesn’t under-
stand all that the Bible 
says about the Trinity 
doesn’t mean that he is 

unable to believe the true gospel and be saved. 
However, when one’s ignorance of the God-
head turns into a rejection of what the Scrip-
tures teach about the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, that becomes a belief in a false god and 
consequently another gospel that can save no 
one. Includes study guide and audio CD. Book-
let 38 pp., Study Guide 17 pp., and CD 40 min. 
BBSET12 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB12 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Creation
TBC—One of  the 
common false ideas 
among many people 
is that those who reject 
evolution are rejecting 
science, which would 

include Bible-believing Christians. That 
makes addressing creation vs. evolution a 
very worthwhile endeavor. It’s not a matter 
of defending a Christian’s intelligence but 
rather challenging the myth that evolution is 
science. Evolution is a philosophy, a way of 
thinking about the universe and how it was 
formed. Although posing as a scientific study, 
it is, in fact, scientism, a speculative ideology 
(read “religion”) that cannot be verified or fal-
sified by true science. Includes study guide 
and audio CD. Booklet 42 pp., Study Guide 
20 pp., and CD 78 min.
BBSET16 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB16 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Mormonism
TBC—Joseph Smith 
declared: “I told the 
brethren that the Book 
of Mormon was the 
most correct of any 
book on earth, and the 

keystone of our religion....” But is the Book 
of Mormon “the most correct” book on earth? 
The veracity of that statement is critical to the 
faith of millions of people. Includes study 
guide and audio CD. Booklet 34 pp., Study 
Guide 17 pp., and CD 64 min.
BBSET09 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB09 booklet only wt .1     $4.00

Biblically Thinking 
about—Jehovah’s 
Witnesses
TBC—JWs have been 
deceived into believ-
ing that their works are 
what Jehovah requires 

for His forgiveness of their sins and their accep-
tance by Him. Jesus, however, set straight those 
who had the same belief: “Then said they unto 
him, What shall we do, that we might work the 
works of God? Jesus answered and said unto 
them, This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:28-29). Only 
Jesus, as God and Man, could (and did!) pay 
the penalty for the sins of mankind. Includes 
study guide and audio CD. Booklet 30 pp., 
Study Guide 13 pp., and CD 56 min.
BBSET10 complete set wt .3     $7.00
BBB10 booklet only wt .1     $4.00
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FEBRUARY 2025

A STUDY OF THE LIFE- 
TRANSFORMING POWER  

OF THE GOSPEL

Gospel Transformation
Ratzlaff—The first seven chap-
ters of Gospel Transformation are 
a study of the “big words” of the 
gospel: righteousness, justification, 
redemption, propitiation, reconcili-
ation, and substitution. The gospel 
is like a diamond with each of 
these facets flashing a fire of a dif-

ferent color. When studied together they reveal the 
brilliant rainbow of God’s grace, mercy, and love. 
When we take our eyes off our own personal behav-
ior—the Romans 7:14-25 experience of defeat and 
failure—and focus on who we are “in” and “with” 
Christ,—the Romans 8 experience of victory and 
joy—then the Holy Spirit will work out the fruit of 
the Spirit in our lives! —LAM Publications, 179 pp.
B55061 wt .4     SALE  $10.00

SALE! 

A SPECIAL  
ANNOUNCEMENT

See Page 4. 


