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Go ye therefore, and [make disciples of] all nations.... 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.

—Matthew 28:19-20

LAST MONTH WE SAW from God’s Word that lost sinners 
are offered forgiveness of all sins (past, present, and future), and 
eternal life as a free gift of God’s grace by virtue of Christ’s fully 
accomplished redemptive work upon the cross and bodily resur-
rection. To receive this priceless gift one need only believe the 
gospel: that one is a sinner deserving God’s judgment and unable 
by self-effort, religious ritual or any other means, to earn or merit 
salvation even in part; and that Christ paid the full debt which 
God’s justice demands for man’s sin. Of course, one must believe 
the gospel not merely as a historic fact, but to the extent of plac-
ing one’s faith completely in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal 
Savior for eternity.

We noted also that Christ directed His disciples to preach this 
good news of the gospel to everyone everywhere. This command 
by Christ to His original followers has become known as the 
“Great Commission.” It is stated in two ways: “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15); and “make disciples” 
(Matthew 28:19). Those who preach the gospel are to disciple those 
who believe it. Born again by God’s Spirit into His family (John 
3:3-5; 1 John 3:2), converts begin a new life as Christ’s followers, 
eager to learn of Him and to obey the One whom they now love 
for having saved them.

Christ warned that some would seem to receive the gospel 
with great enthusiasm only to become entangled in the world, 
discouraged, disillusioned, and would eventually turn back from 
following Him. Many maintain a facade of Christianity without 
inward reality, deceiving perhaps even themselves. Never fully 
convinced in their hearts, they are unwilling nevertheless to admit 
their unbelief. “Examine yourselves,” Paul warned, “whether ye 
be in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5).

Of those who are genuine, all too few are able to give a “reason 
for the hope that is in them” (1 Peter 3:15). How many Christians are 
able to convincingly persuade an atheist, Buddhist, Hindu, New 
Ager with overwhelming evidence and sound reason from Scrip-
ture? God’s Word is the sword of the Spirit, but few know it well 
enough to quell their own doubts, much less to convert others.

One of today’s greatest needs is for the solid Bible teaching 
that produces disciples who are able to “earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once [for all] delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). 
That faith for which we must contend was delivered by Christ to 
the original 12 disciples, who were then to teach those whom they 
evangelized “to observe all things” that Christ had commanded 
them. Through succeeding generations of those who have been 
won to Him and have in turn, in obedience to their Lord, discipled 

others, this unbroken chain of command comes down to us in our 
time. Not some special priest or clergy class, but each Christian 
today, like those who have passed before, is a successor to the 
apostles. Think of what that means!

At the heart of Christ’s call to discipleship is the daily applica-
tion of His cross in each life. Yet one seldom hears in evangelical 
circles today Christ’s definitive declaration: “And whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me...[and] forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27-33). The call to dis-
cipleship must be honestly faced. Through the Cross we die to self 
and begin to live to our Lord in resurrection power (Galatians 2:20).

True discipleship begins at home. Parents are responsible to 
bring up their children in the nurture, admonition and fear of the 
Lord. Thorough understanding of the faith is especially vital for 
children and youth growing up in a world filled with persuasive 
arguments against God’s truth and in favor of immorality and 
paganism.

Instead of the popular self-esteem, children need to be taught to 
deny self, to love truth and hate folly, to please God instead of oth-
ers or themselves, no matter what the cost in this life. Never mind 
“social pressures” from what others think, say, or do. Youth should 
be fully persuaded that what God thinks of them and what He will 
say to them when they appear before Him one day is all that mat-
ters. As Jim Elliot, one of the martyrs of Ecuador, said when, as a 
young man, he chose the mission field over more popular careers, 
“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.” That choice is only logical if one believes that time is 
short and eternity endless. Such commitment brings heavenly joy, 
peace, and fulfillment that nothing earth offers can rival.

To those whom He called into a saving relationship with Him-
self, Christ said, “Follow me” (Matthew 4:19; 8:22; 9:9; 16:24, etc.). This 
simple command, which our Lord repeated after His resurrection 
(John 21:19, 22), is as applicable to Christians today as it was when 
He called the first disciples. What does it mean to follow Christ? 
Did He promise His followers that they would be successful, 
wealthy, and esteemed in this world? God may grant earthly suc-
cess to a few for His own purposes. On the whole, however, our 
Lord declared that those who were true to Him would follow in 
His path of rejection and suffering: “If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you.... The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you...for my name’s sake...” (John 15:18-21).

Such was the lot of the early church. Yet today it is imagined 
that Christianity can be popularized. The idea of suffering for 
Christ doesn’t suit a worldly church. How strange such verses as 
the following seem to Christians in America: “For unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also 
to suffer for his sake” (Philippians 1:29). Suffering is given to us? Paul 
speaks as though it were a precious privilege to suffer for His sake! 
After being imprisoned and beaten, the early disciples rejoiced 
“that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name” (Acts 
5:41). Such is the commitment to which the gospel actually calls us.

Christ told His disciples after the Resurrection, “As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). The Father sent the 
Son as a lamb to the slaughter into a world that would hate and 

[to see] whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11“[The Bereans] . . .  searched the scriptures daily, 
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crucify Him! And as the Father sent Him, so Christ sends us into 
a world that He promises will treat His followers as it did Him. 
Are we willing? Is this not your idea of Christianity? Then think 
again and check it out against the Scriptures. We are farther from 
Him and His truth than we realize!

Peter, who failed so miserably and was restored by the Lord, 
explained that Christians would be hated, falsely accused, and 
persecuted, and were expected to suffer these wrongs patiently  
(1 Peter 2:19-20; 4:12-19; etc.). Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
he wrote, “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his 
steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righ-
teously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness...” 
(1 Peter 2:21-25).

Christians are being imprisoned and martyred again in com-
munist China, in Muslim countries, and at the hands of Catholics 
in Mexico. Similar persecutions could well overtake us in Amer-
ica. Already pastors are being fined and imprisoned, and churches 
locked and sold by the state. In 1986, for example, Jefferson 
County, KY, imposed a licensing fee upon every “business, pro-
fession, trade, or occupation”—including pastors and churches. 
One local pastor, declaring that Christ had commissioned him to 
preach the gospel, refused to pay any civil 
authority for a license to do so. Another 
pastor, arrested and jailed for the same 
“crime,” was released April 5 due to over-
crowding of the jail and his trial was set 
for a later date.

In another even more bizarre case, a 
Colorado pastor [was] being prosecuted 
for opposing a local ordinance which 
would have given homosexuals preferen-
tial treatment. Civil authorities claimed 
that homosexuality was a political issue, 
and in order to speak about it, his church 
must register as a political organization. 
This the church refused to do. The pastor 
correctly insist[ed] that homosexuality is 
a moral issue which the Bible addresses and which, therefore, he 
must address as well. He and his church [were] taken to court 
and heavily fined, and bank accounts and church property [were] 
seized.

Recently, I listened with tears welling in my eyes as my 
wife, Ruth, read to me some of the history of her ancestors. For 
being rebaptized after they became Christians (and thus denying 
the efficacy of Rome’s infant baptism), these Anabaptists were 
burned at the stake. To escape the flames, many fled the Inquisi-
tion in Holland to Prussia. From there they fled to Russia, and in 
the closing days of World War II many attempted an escape from 
godless and oppressive communism back to the West. Out of one 
group of 611 that left Russia, only 31 arrived back in Holland. 
Tramping day and night through the snow, unable to find food or 
shelter, some were caught and returned, others were killed or died 
of exposure. Children were torn from parents, husbands from 
wives. The terror and agony was beyond imagination.

As Ruth read of the indescribable suffering, I thought of the 
thousands of Christians in America who find it necessary to enter 
“therapy” and spend months if not years dealing with compara-
tively trifling “hurts from the past.” I thought of the thousands of 
Christian psychologists who encourage their clients to pity them-
selves, to pamper their “inner child of the past,” when what they 
need is to deny self, take up the cross, and follow Christ!

In contrast, I was inspired by the testimony of those who suf-
fered the loss of possessions, loved ones, of almost every earthly 

hope and joy, yet triumphed through their faith in Christ. Going to 
a “therapist” and engaging in self-pity would have seemed incom-
prehensible to them. Why should they, when they had the Lord 
and His Word and when they knew that “our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17)?

Whence comes the strength to stand against overwhelming 
suffering and to triumph as Christ’s faithful disciples? Oddly 
enough, victory comes not through our strength, but through our 
weakness. When Paul cried out for deliverance from a severe 
trial, Christ replied that He had allowed it to make Paul weak 
enough so that he would no longer trust in his great abilities but 
only in the Lord. “[M]y strength is made perfect in [your] weak-
ness,” the Lord declared (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Paul exhorts us, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Colossians 2:6). Did we not receive 
Christ in weakness as helpless, hopeless sinners crying out to Him 
for mercy and grace? That, then, is the way we are to walk this 
path of triumph in suffering—as sinners saved by grace, weak and 
helpless in ourselves and trusting totally in Him. We are earthen 
vessels, but we contain a great treasure: “that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). Such is 
the secret of our triumph over the world, the flesh and the devil. 
The load is too heavy for us to carry it ourselves. What a relief to 
turn it over to Him! And what a joy to be delivered from the fear 

of man, from seeking to win the acclaim 
of this world, from seeking anything but 
His “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant” (Matthew 25:21) in that coming day.

Some manage to amass a fortune to 
leave at their deaths to their heirs. Others 
have little of this earth’s goods but have 
great riches laid up in heaven for eter-
nity. It takes little wisdom to know who 
of these has made the wisest choice and 
who has been truly successful. God has 
an eternal purpose for our lives. Our pas-
sion should be to know and to fulfill that 
purpose beginning here on this earth. One 
day, very soon, we will each stand before 
Him. What a tragedy to miss the very pur-

pose for which we were created and redeemed!
You may say, “Yes, I want to be used of God, but I don’t know 

what He wants me to do.” Or, “I try to serve Him, try to witness 
for Him, and it all seems to come to nothing.” Learn this: Greater 
than anything God can do through you is what He wants to do in 
you. What counts most is not quantity but quality, not so much 
your outward effort but your motive within—the purity of your 
heart rather than your prominence with men. Moreover, what 
seems much in time may be very little in eternity. It is not one’s 
talents or energy but the empowering of the Holy Spirit that pro-
duces genuine and lasting results: “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6). Trust God 
for the filling and empowering of His Spirit.

Millions in past generations have laid down their lives for the 
faith. Their commitment to Christ meant so much that they would 
not compromise even when threatened with the most excruciating 
torture and death. Can we fathom their choice? The martyrs could 
have chosen the ecumenical path of compromise and of avoiding 
controversy, and of affirming the “common beliefs of all religions,” 
and thus have escaped the flame or the sword. They chose instead 
to stand firm for the truth, to contend earnestly for the faith. Christ 
calls us to do the same. There is no escaping the eternal choice 
which confronts us. Will it be compromise or commitment? One 
day we will give an account before God for the path we choose. 
What joy there is now and eternally in being true to Him!

TBC

I aM crucIfIed wIth chrIst: 
nevertheLess I LIve; yet not 
I, but chrIst LIveth In Me: and 
the LIfe whIch I now LIve In 
the fLesh I LIve by the faIth 
of the son of God, who Loved 
Me, and Gave hIMseLf for Me.

—GAlAtions 2:20
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Question: Why does world opinion (UN, EU, Russia, media, 
etc.) generally go against Israel, and why is it often so viciously 
backed by false accusations? Is this of any significance for 
today, or is it merely what God foreordained?

Response: God did not foreordain anti-Semitism and the hatred 
of Israel rampant in the world—and He will severely punish those 
persons and nations guilty of it. He foretold this hatred, but He 
does not cause it. As Jesus declared, evil comes from the human 
heart: “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul-
teries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are 
the things which defile a man...” (Mt 15:19-20).

Of course, Satan does all he can to stir up anti-Semitism and 
hatred of Israel. As we explain in Judgment Day, Satan’s only 
hope to escape his final doom is to destroy Israel. He has made the 
destruction of Israel and the extermination of all Jews one of the 
foundations of Islam; he has persuaded Europe and most of the 
rest of the world to believe the lies of the Arabs who claim to be 
descended from the original “Palestinians” (a people who never 
existed); and he is persuading not just the D. James Kennedys, 
Hank Hanegraaffs, and R. C. Sprouls, but increasing numbers of 
Christians that the church has replaced Israel.

Why would Satan be immune from God’s judgment if Israel 
were destroyed? The answer is simple. God has made hundreds 
of promises to preserve the Jews and to bring them back into 
their own land, where He will never allow Israel as a nation to 
be destroyed (Jer 31:31-40; Ezk 36:22-38, etc.). It is to Israel restored in 
the last days that Christ will return to rescue His people at Arma-
geddon and to reign over them and the world from the throne of 
David in Jerusalem.

Without Israel, there could be no Second Coming. God would 
have been proved a liar by His failure to fulfill His hundreds 
of promises to Israel and would have lost the moral ground for 
judging and punishing Satan and removing him and his man, 
Antichrist, from the earth. Satan would be firmly in control of the 
world and its inhabitants for eternity. The Rapture would have 
occurred, and the church would be safe in heaven.

With no people of Israel for Christ to return to and rule over, 
with no throne of David in Jerusalem upon which He could reign, 
the world would be under Satan’s control for eternity. No new 
heavens and new earth would be possible.

Question: I’ve been pondering a question that only leads to 
more questions: “What should I expect from a relationship 
with Jesus?” Some would tell me that the sky is the limit when 
it comes to God. Not only does He want to take control of 
my life and guide my every thought and action, but He will 
heal me of my sicknesses, make me prosperous, and protect 
me from all harm. And yet, when tragedy strikes, a loved one 
dies, or the paychecks just barely cover the bills, these same 
individuals are left searching for explanations. At the other 
end of the spectrum are those who would say that a relation-
ship with Jesus is all about matters of the heart. I should set 
my mind on things above, think in spiritual terms, and not be 
so concerned with physical needs and wishes. But, based on 
what I’ve read in the Bible, this hardly seems like the com-
plete picture of a relationship with the Lord either. When it 
comes to believing in Jesus and His offer of salvation, I know 
that I cannot prove His existence, and I accept Him by faith. 
But when it comes to understanding a relationship with Jesus 
and His interaction and/or intervention in my daily life, I 

find it more difficult to just accept everything by faith. For 
instance, I’ve met Christians that like to “name it and claim 
it,” who are quick to say that “God did this” and “God did 
that” in answer to prayer. Maybe He did. Maybe He didn’t. 
How are we to know? And what should we expect?

Response: First of all, we can prove that God exists, that the Bible 
is God’s Word, that Jesus Christ is the true and only Savior of sin-
ners, that he died for our sins and rose the third day and is in heaven, 
and is soon to return. Faith is not a leap in the dark. I must have 
proof for the basic elements of faith, which are those I just listed. 
Otherwise a Muslim or Buddhist or Mormon, concerning his reli-
gion and holy books, could “take it by faith” as well and be lost.

Consider Acts 1:3, 9:22, 18:28, etc. where we have Christ 
proving Himself alive, and Paul and Apollos proving that Jesus 
is the Christ.

There is also much that I can’t prove and must take by faith, 
such as the Lord’s daily guidance. Oh, He gives much evidence 
(I could tell you hundreds of encounters the Lord has given me 
that could not be the result of chance, but which I could not prove 
were of God). Fellowship with the Lord is a matter of the heart 
and mind, but should bear visible fruit in godly living (love, joy, 
peace, etc.—Gal 5:22).

“Name it and claim it” is the pathway to disaster. We don’t 
tell God what to do or what to give us; we submit ourselves to 
His holy will in everything. There is nothing so thrilling as to be 
in God’s will and see Him at work in and through us. There are 
trials as well as triumphs. Paul longed to know Christ better and 
prayed that the Ephesians would be inspired to know the “hope of 
his calling” (Eph 1:18).

Meditate on the Word of God, tell Christ frequently that you 
love Him and want to love Him more, get to know Him better, 
and give living for Him everything you have and are—and you 
will have plenty of evidence of His reality.

I would recommend two of my own books: An Urgent Call to 
a Serious Faith and In Defense of the Faith. These books could be 
helpful in strengthening your faith and understanding.

Question: I’ve heard you say that after the Rapture everyone 
on earth will be united. To do what?

Response: They will be united, first of all, in a world religion 
and they will worship both Satan and the Antichrist. Scripture 
teaches that everyone (except those who believe the gospel and 
reject Antichrist and as a result are executed for their faith) will 
worship “the dragon...and...the beast...” (Rv 13:2-4).

Secondly, the world will be united in a world government under 
Antichrist. He is given power “over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations” (v. 7) so that “all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, [must] receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had 
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name” 
(Rv 13:16-17).

They will also be united in the “strong delusion” with which 
the Lord will afflict those who “believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thes 2:11-12). Clearly, mankind will 
unite under Antichrist to do his will, to pursue evil desires, and to 
oppose the true God.

Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S
Submit your own questions to: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 

or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

NOTE: Our Q&A section is primarily pulled from the Dave Hunt archives. Although 
some references may be dated, we believe that there is timeless value within 
the messages.
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To connect with TBC, write: PO Box 7019 • Bend, OR 97708 
or e-mail: editorial@thebereancall.org

L E T T E R S

Dear TBC,
Our enemy is the most cunning of all God’s creatures. He is 

also familiar with the divine in a way that we have yet to experi-
ence fully, so he is quite able to contrive masterful trickeries. By the 
grace of God and the ministry of the Holy Spirit we can perceive 
these errors and expose them. To love Yeshua Jesus is to love Truth. 
If we claim to love the Messiah, yet shy away from Truth or just 
want to stay in our comfort zones, then we are deceiving ourselves 
and one day we will wish we had chosen a truer grit. AFW (email)

Dear TBC,
Thank you for all your great information. I am finding it very 

hard not to get very, very angry when I see all the injustice, disobe-
dience, and arrogance in the world and around me. I know I am not 
perfect by a long shot, and that God says that judgment belongs to 
Him, but it’s hard sometimes for me to separate the sin from the 
sinner and to hold on to love. Anyone got any advice for me? I just 
really don’t want to be in this world anymore. Bless your ministry 
for helping me to stay sane in this horrible confusion. DH (email)

Dear TBC,
What I see happening is twisted theological meanings con-

tributing to this mysticism and New Age influence on Christian 
beliefs. You see the lie of Christ Consciousness becoming pop-
ular as the biblical ideologies that we are indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit and being created in God’s image, instead mean, “God is 
within,” therefore, “I am God.”

It’s total heresy of course, but it’s running rampant, even 
infecting so called evangelical churches. The “little god theory” 
is especially pushed by the New Apostolic Reformation crowd 
(NAR) and Word of Faith/prosperity gospel group (WOF). Many, 
many people are being deceived by what they falsely attribute as 
Christian doctrine. This is what will unify all denominations in 
the One World Religion that’s coming, as many religions already 

believe in personal achievement of deification of self…. Mormon-
ism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and in Eastern Orthodoxy, reaching 
deification as the culmination of complete salvation is called theo-
sis. So, it’s not a surprise all religions will eventually jump on the 
bandwagon of the “I am God” lie. S (email)

Dear TBC,
In 2012 I downloaded Paul Wilkinson’s booklet, Christian 

Palestinianism and the Anti-Israel Crusade* (see—https://bit.
ly/4eyuTGo) from your site. I reread it last night and I was so glad 
that you had offered it and I had downloaded it. It helps me to under-
stand what is going on today and why. May God bless Israel and the 
innocents in Gaza and may God have mercy on false preachers of 
His Word. I am so glad that a friend shared your newsletter with 
me 24 years ago. Thank you for being faithful to Him. NH (email)
* TBC03 56 pp booklet wt .3    $5.00

Dear TBC,
I just want to thank you for all that you’re doing for the Lord, 

and especially your newsletter that I get each month and have for 
so long. May the Lord bless you, and meet your every need. Anon. 
(email)

NOTE: Our purpose in this section is to simply show what kind of feedback we 
receive. We may respond to some of them in private whether or not we 
agree with their views.

QUOTABLE 
Christ never was in a hurry. There was no rushing forward, 

no anticipating, no fretting over what might be. Each day’s duties 
were done as each day brought them, and the rest was left with 
God.

—Mary sLessor (1848-1915, MIssIonary to nIGerIa)

T B C  N O T E S

Waylaid by Distractions?
Jesus had a solution to dealing with distractions that few 

of us probably follow. He separated from crowds and sought 
fellowship with God the Father. Jesus wanted to be alone with 
the Father as often as possible.

That begs the question: what was the content of their com-
munication? The only thing we’re told is that it had to do with 
prayer. Prayer! 

There’s little doubt that most of us were saved through 
prayer. There’s no doubt that a believer’s fruitful life can only 
be made possible through sustained prayer. That’s why we’re 
told to “pray without ceasing.”

Consider these verses concerning Christ:

And when he had sent the multitudes away,  
he went up into a mountain apart to pray:  
and when the evening was come, he was  
there alone [with the Father]. (Matthew 14:23)

And it came to pass in those days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12)

And in the morning, rising up a great while 
before day, he went out, and departed into  
a solitary place, and there prayed. (Mark 1:35)

And when he had sent them away, he departed 
into a mountain to pray. (Mark 6:46)

And he withdrew himself into the wilderness,  
and prayed. (Luke 5:16)

Few of us have the opportunity to depart to a mountain to 
be alone with God. But it doesn’t have to be a mountain or wil-
derness—a “solitary place” works. The Amplified Bible says 
“go into your most private room, close the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees [what is 
done] in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:6). The point of this 
is to avoid worldly distractions and get alone with the Lord as 
often as you can.

t. A. McMAhon

executIve dIrector
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News stories are selected for reader awareness and as an exercise 
in discerning the times from a biblical perspective.
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tel: (541) 382-6210 • fax: (541) 385-6025
orders and donations: (800) 937-6638 or
(541) 382-6210
e-mail: tbcoffice@thebereancall.org
website: www.thebereancall.org
online store: store.thebereancall.org

The Berean Call is a nonprofit 501 [c] [3], tax-exempt 
corporation registered in the State of Oregon. It 
is overseen by an independent board which has 
full and final authority over all corporate assets, 
personnel, and affairs. (07/24)

CHRIST’S CREATIVITY IN CANYON CRITTERS

ICR.oRg, 4/30/24, “ChRIst’s CReatIvIty 
In Canyon CRItteRs” [exCeRpts]: Grand 
Canyon animals display many marvelous 
traits and behaviors as they live life in 
that harsh habitat. These canyon creatures 
succeed thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
providential provisioning and not due to 
impersonal “luck.”

It’s not by good luck that turkey vul-
tures can find rotten carrion, gobble it 
down, and not die of food poisoning. Vul-
tures have powerful senses of sight and 
smell; they detect dead animals from afar. 
Equipped by God for scavenging in this 
fallen world, they serve as garbage collec-
tors/processors, picking apart and eating 
roadkill and other carcasses.

Why don’t they get sick or die of bot-
ulism? The acidity of vultures’ digestive 
tracts is astounding. The digestive juices 
in their stomachs can reach a pH between 
1.5 and 1.0, more corrosive than car bat-
tery acid and caustic enough to instantly 
denature to death almost any bacterial or 
viral pathogen! If the vultures’ Creator 
had not constructed their stomachs with 
such germ-destroying acidity, the vultures 
themselves would quickly become dead 
meat.

(https://bit.ly/3yTDdQH)

UNAPOLOGETICALLY STAND FOR TRUTH

theCollegeFIx.Com, 5/6/24, “RIley 
gaInes gRad speeCh: ‘I deCIded I would 
unapologetICally stand FoR tRuth’” 
[exCeRpts]: Female sports activist Riley 
Gaines urged Adrian College graduates to 
be courageous during a speech over the 
[first May] weekend.

Gaines, a former University of Ken-
tucky swimmer, shared her story of taking 
on the transgender agenda after compet-
ing against [transgender] William “Lia” 
Thomas.

“I decided I would unapologetically 
stand for truth, both in a Biblical and 
objective sense,” Gaines said at the grad-
uation ceremony, sharing that she was 
waiting for someone else to lead.

“I wanted to be liked. I thought twice 
before I spoke to an issue that was deemed 
controversial like I imagine many of you 
do or have done,” she said. “But I chose to 
be courageous.”

The college’s selection of Gaines drew 
some protest from a campus LGBT group, 

which demanded the school cancel her.
During her speech Gaines said, “Cour-

age is contagious. It inspires and uplifts. 
May you embrace each new challenge as 
an opportunity, not shy away from risk 
and remain true to your conviction,” she 
said. “Forge your path with both humility 
and boldness.”

Gaines said her Christian faith has 
kept her going. “My faith is central in all 
that I do.”

“Faith isn’t just a set of beliefs, but the 
transformative principle that influences 
our actions, shapes our worldview, and 
leads us in times of both uncertainty and 
triumph,” she said shortly after.

She told the graduates to remember 
the “lessons” of “faith” when facing chal-
lenges in the secular world.

“In those moments, remember that 
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen,” she 
said, quoting the Bible [Hebrews 11:1].

(https://bit.ly/45dioLW)

EXTRATERRESTRIALS AS SPIRIT GUIDES

tandFonlIne.Com, 6/25/08, “spIRItual-
Ists, alIens and uFos: extRateRRestRI-
als as spIRIt guIdes” [exCeRpts]: One of 
the most striking innovations within con-
temporary North American Spiritualism is 
the adoption of extraterrestrials as spirit 
guides by some contemporary Spiritual-
ists. It is here that the New Age fascination 
with extraterrestrials and UFOs has taken 
on a uniquely Spiritualist form.

Extraterrestrials have come to repre-
sent for many Spiritualists the successful 
achievement of the ultimate Spiritualist 
goal: the union between spirituality and 
science. Extraterrestrials are seen as spiri-
tually superior to us because their science 
exceeds our own; their ‘science’ is per-
ceived superior because it incorporates 
recognition of spiritual ‘truth’.

Consequently, within the North Amer-
ican Spiritualist context, the adoption of 
extraterrestrials as spirit guides can be 
seen both as a ‘rationalisation’ of Spiri-
tualist belief through a strong idealisation 
of ‘science’, and as a critique of orthodox 
science for ignoring the ‘spiritual’ realm. 
For several of the Spiritualists with whom 
I worked, extraterrestrials have conse-
quently become excellent choices for 
spirit guides.

(https://bit.ly/4aVlJkf)
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Transgenderism and Our Children
Kneas/Putnam—The transgender agenda is already 
being practiced in some schools and is soon coming to 
schools nationwide. For the sake of our children, we 
cannot be apathetic; we must stand up for truth. This 
booklet boldly teaches the truth about Transgenderism, 
according to God’s Word. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.

LTP66 wt .1    $1.95

Popular Books that Introduce Children 
to the Occult — and 5 Steps You Can Take to 
Protect Your Kids
Kjos—From the author: “In this booklet, I want to give 
you a brief overview of what young people are being 
handed today in the form of books and literature. While 
much of this reading material is being touted as hav-

ing value and virtue, the underlying sentiment is anything but that.” 
—Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.
LTP69 wt .1    $1.95

Public School or Homeschool?
Kneas/Kjos—We need to be vigilant to protect our 
children from being devoured by those who are out to 
destroy their faith and their morals. This booklet brings 
up concerns about the public school system and offers 
resources for parents who are considering homeschool-
ing. Remember that, as parents, it is ultimately our 

responsibility to see that our children are brought up in the ways of 
the Lord. —Lighthouse Trails, 19 pp.

LTP68 wt .1    $1.95

10 Vital Things Parents Can Do to Help Children 
Keep Their Faith
Kjos—In a world where public schools, TV, movies, 
popular music, the Internet, and more all offer tempting 
counterfeits of what God promises His people, there is 
only one safe place for our children: in the loving arms of 

the Shepherd. This booklet offers 10 points of practical and scriptural 
advice on how to raise your children. —Lighthouse Trails, 15 pp.
LTP25 wt .1    $1.95

How to Protect Your Child from the New 
Age and Spiritual Deception
Kjos—Today’s assault on biblical Christianity is 
fast undermining God’s moral and spiritual bound-
aries. It invites chaos rather than unity—coercion 
instead of freedom—war and violence instead of 
peace—and ultimately overtakes today’s children 
with the plan to turn them into “progressive” trans-
formation leaders of tomorrow. How can we equip 

our children so they do not become spiritually deceived and fall into 
this worldwide agenda? There is an answer! We can teach our children 
to know truth so they will discern the counterfeit, and we can teach 
them how to spot the New Age/New Spirituality and to understand 
the serious implications that occur when it is embraced. —Lighthouse 
Trails Publishing, 328 pp.
B36631 wt 1.1    SALE  $7.00

Critique of Modern Youth Ministry
Schlect—Youth ministry must return to the home. 
The church today does not expect what it ought to 
from children or their parents, and this can be attrib-
uted, at least in part, to a flawed concept of youth 
ministry. This need not, and should not, be so. Writ-
ten by a former youth minister, this booklet is an 
inspired answer to the paramount problems found in 
today’s youth programs. The author states problems 

and their histories, and then provides the recipe for overcoming and 
dealing with them from a biblical standpoint. Above all, the intent of 
this booklet is to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and 
the hearts of the children to their fathers. A wake-up call especially 
for parents, and anyone involved—or desiring to become involved—
in youth ministry. —Cannon Press, 24 pp.

B20250 wt .1    SALE  $4.00

RESOURCES TO HELP PARENTS  “TRAIN UP A CHILD”

What the Bible Says About 
Child Training
Fugate—Being a parent is a 
difficult and often bewildering 
challenge. There are so many 
conflicting theories about child 

training that even the reputed “experts” dis-
agree with each other. Based on the concept 
that the Bible is sufficient to equip parents 
for the important job of raising their children. 
The result of years of experience, as well as 
many hours of personal Bible study, this book 
takes a no-nonsense, hands-on approach.  
—Foundation for Biblical Research, 300 pp.
B00001 wt 1.1    SALE  $7.00

The Duties of Parents
Ryle—Duties of Parents is 
straightforward, biblical, and 
practical. J. C. Ryle encourages 
parents to simply teach the Word 
and to train up their children in 
the way that they should go. 

“The path of obedience is the way in which 
He gives His blessing. We have only to do as 
the servants were commanded at the marriage 
feast in Cana, to fill the waterpots with water, 
and safely leave it to the Lord to turn the water 
into wine.” —Grace and Truth Books, 34 pp.
B00709 wt .2    SALE  $4.00

Harry Potter: Witchcraft 
Repackaged, Making Evil 

Look Innocent
Matrisciana/McGee—
Does witchcraft actually 

have power? If so, what is 
its source? Does the Harry Potter series’ 
presentation of child-friendly witchcraft 
make its philosophy any more acceptable just 
because it is packaged as “children’s fantasy 
literature”? Caryl Matrisciana explains Pot-
ter’s Wiccan symbology and its similarities 
to today’s neo-pagan beliefs and practices. 
—1 DVD, 2 hrs.
DVD052 wt .2    SALE  $7.00

SALE! 

SALE! SALE! 

SALE! SALE! 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
— Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)
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East Wind
Ruth Hunt—East Wind is the 
incredible true story of Maria 
Zeitner Linke—as told to Ruth 
Hunt. “Only one who has felt 
the nearness of death can truly 
be grateful for each new day, 
no matter how much suffering it 
might bring.” Thus speaks Maria 
Linke, survivor of nine years’ 
imprisonment in the death camps 
and prisons of Stalin’s Russia 
following World War II. There 
have been many “God is faithful 

amid the horrors of war” stories, and although East Wind fits 
this description, it is far more than just another war story. 
We are grateful to Ruth Hunt for the opportunity to pre-
serve this valuable literary work, and we present it as a true 
Christian classic for edification, enrichment, and enjoyment.  
—The Berean Call, 240 pp.

B60378 Buy 2+ for $5.60 each! wt .7    SALE  $7.00
CD151 Audiobook, 7 CDs wt .6    SALE  $7.00
MP3151 Audiobook, 1 MP3 disc wt .2    SALE  $5.00

A Very Present Help
Ruth Hunt—Originally published in 1976 
by Fleming H. Revell with the title Spar-
row on the Housetop, The Berean Call 
is pleased to present this edition of Ruth 
Hunt’s incisive look into the lives of some 
of the Bible’s most interesting characters. 
From Adam and Eve to Samson to David 
and beyond, we may catch glimpses of our-
selves in the feats and foibles and even the 
deep loneliness of these very human char-
acters through whom God chose to work 
amazing acts that would shape and rock 
the very world in which we live today. We 

tend to put the various individuals in the Bible into categories: this one 
was good, that one was bad, this one was good and bad, and so forth. 
But it’s helpful to also keep in mind that God included each one in His 
book not only to teach us about ourselves and what He wants from us, 
but more importantly, as we see how He dealt with the lives of these 
men and women, He is teaching us about Himself, His character, and 
how we can see His love manifested as He works in our lives. Ruth 
Hunt knows that Jesus Christ is Savior, but she also knows that He is 
the ultimate Friend—the only One who can truly fill the emptiness we 
sometimes experience. With great skill and enormous insight, Mrs. 
Hunt ties each Bible story back to mankind’s only source of help and 
beautifully reveals how Christian love and compassion can banish lone-
liness and despair forever. —The Berean Call, 179 pp.

B60798 Buy 2+ for $5.60 each! wt .6     SALE  $7.00

Come to Jesus and Rest
TBC—Ruth Hunt ministers to women 
from Matthew 11:28-30. Christ calls “the 

heavy laden” to come unto Him and 
rest. The willingly borne yoke links 
us to our Lord in a safe and happy 
path of fellowship and service. This 

presentation is also available on CD. 
—1 DVD, 54 min.

DVD044 Buy 2+ for $3.50 each! wt .2    SALE  $5.00
CD068 CD version - Buy 2+ for $3.50 ea. wt .1    $5.00

About Ruth Hunt: Ruth was raised in a godly home. 
Her family tree goes way back to a Mennonite ancestry in the 
Netherlands. Her father became a beloved preacher among 
these fervent believers. Ruth followed her university gradu-
ation with teaching and administrative careers. A highlight 
was her marriage of 60-plus years to author/lecturer Dave 

Hunt and the gift of four lovely children. Ruth passed away on October 24, 2013.

*Purchase A Very Present Help and East Wind in SET116 (see below) — get Ruth Hunt’s DVD Come to Jesus and Rest for FREE!

THE RUTH HUNT COLLECTION  WITH FREE DVD*

SALE! SALE! 

SET116 A Very Present Help, East Wind, FREE Come to Jesus and Rest DVD — SUPER VALUE! wt 1.4     SALE   $14.00

THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION  BOOKS FROM DAVE HUNT AND OTHERS!
Gospel Transformation
Ratzlaff—The gospel is like 
a diamond with each of these 
facets (righteousness, justi-
fication, redemption, propi-
tiation, reconciliation, and 
substitution) flashing a fire of 
a different color. When studied 
together they reveal the bril-

liant rainbow of God’s grace, mercy, and love. 
When we take our eyes off our own personal 
behavior and focus on who we are “in” and 
“with” Christ, then the Holy Spirit will work 
out the fruit of the Spirit in our lives! —LAM 
Publications, 179 pp.

B55061 wt .4    SALE  $7.00

Getting the Gospel Wrong
Hixson—The good news of 
salvation in Jesus Christ is 
being muddled by the influ-
ence of postmodernism within 
the evangelical church. Getting 
the Gospel Wrong sets forth the 
unchanging biblical standard 

of the gospel and then proceeds to analyze six 
aberrations of the gospel prevalent in evangeli-
calism today. These include the Purpose-Driven 
Gospel, the Prosperity Gospel, the Pluralistic 
Gospel, the works-based Performance Gospel, 
and the Promise-Only (crossless) Gospel.  
—Grace Gospel Press, 320 pp.

B27797 wt 1.0    SALE  $10.00

The Doctrine of Salvation 
Devotional
H u n t / M c M a h o n — T h i s 
delightful little volume features 
50 daily readings on the Doc-
trine of Salvation. Mined from 
the media vault of Search the 
Scriptures Daily radio broad-

cast and condensed into a convenient devotional 
format, this treasure chest of biblical insights 
by Dave Hunt and T. A. McMahon is artfully 
arranged. In these pages, readers will find genu-
ine hope of their blessed assurance and discover 
(or rediscover) the joy of their salvation in this 
life. —The Berean Call, 156 pp.
B00177 wt .5    SALE  $7.00

SALE! 
SALE! SALE! 

SALE! 



At Home in Rome
TBC—Dallas Jenkins, the direc-

tor of The Chosen TV series has 
stated, “You’ve got Catholics, 
and Jews, and Mormons, and 
evangelicals. We’re all loving 

the same show, so maybe, just 
maybe, we’re loving the same Jesus.” Jonathan 
Roumie, the actor who portrays “Jesus Christ” in 
The Chosen, says, “We all pray to the same god.” 
Meanwhile, Rick Warren left Saddleback to “work 
with churches of every denomination.”
Do we all “love the same Jesus”? Can we as 
believers have “unity through community”?
“Satan is not an atheist; he believes in God…. He 
is the god of this world. He’s the author of false 
religions. Satan’s big program is not to make athe-
ists out of everybody, but just to pervert, just to 
corrupt the truth enough so that they think they 
are right with God. They think they are Christians 
when they are really not. He is the author of false 
religions.” —Dave Hunt. 1 DVD, 30 min.

DVD500 wt .2    $7.50
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